The problem of post-partum fistulas in developing countries.
Postpartum fistulas are frequent in the tropical environment. They are mostly found in very young women who live in remote areas. Without treatment women with fistulas will be condemned to the disconsolate life of social outcasts. Good operative treatment is crucial. The different operative methods are discussed. The operation through vaginal approach can be performed in any hospital. It does not need special surgical skill. More important than surgery is prevention of postpartum fistulas through a well-organised primary health care program which reaches out into the villages and which includes adequate prenatal controls and competent midwifery.